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A L S O  I N  T H I S  VO L U M E

E D I TO R I A L  T E A M

DIBICOO’S ROLE IN ACCELERATING 
THE BIOENERGY TECHNOLOGY IN INDONESIA 

A few months ago, RDI under the DiBiCoo 
Project organized two virtual events that aim to 

advance knowledge transfer and experience sharing 
to improve local policies hence increasing market 
uptake by target countries, especially Indonesia. The 
events were DiBicoo Local Workshop Series #2 and 
DiBiCoo Capacity Building Series  #1.

The DiBiCoo Local Workshop Series #2 with the 
topic of “Accelerating Bio-Methane Utilization 
in Indonesia: Lesson Learned from European 
Countries”, was held on May, 7th 2021 via Zoom 
Platform. This event aimed to increase trade balance 
and environmental conservation in relevance to 
the Government of Indonesia’s commitment on 
Renewable Energy adaptation . Therefore this event 
discussed the development of biogas processing 
and purification technology which has opened up 
new opportunities in maximizing its utilization 
through biomethane with its multi-beneficial, is one 
of the biggest technologies that are within reach 
and as a solution in reducing emission. This event 
invited few experts in this field such as Andriah 
Feby Misna which a Director of Renewable Energy 
from the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, 
Harmen Dekker as the Director of the European 
Biogas Association (EBA), and Alexey Mozgovoy 
as a Business Development Manager International 
Biomethane at PlanET Biogastechnik. This event also 
was supported by few discussants namely Windri Aji 
Brata as an Energy and Sustainability Specialist at PT 
SMART Tbk and Discussant: Franz Kirchmeyr from 
Kompost & Biogas Verband Österreich (AKBOE).

The next event was DiBiCoo Capacity Building 
#1 entitled Holistic Planning and Implementation 
of Biogas Development Technology in Indonesia. 
This event held on 14 and 15 April 2021 virtually 
via Zoom Platform. This training aimed to deepen 

the knowledge and improve the skills of all of 
the local stakeholders in biogas industries with 
topics related to the basics plan of biogas project 
identify and risk mitigation, technology, and 
biogas utilization, business model, and the source 
of biogas project funding. Capacity building and 
participants’ knowledge in these activities are 
measured by pre and post-test for each session. 
In the implementation, this training invited a few 
speakers such as Hari Yuwono as a Coordinator 
Indonesia Private Financing Advisory Network, 
Yaseen Saile from GreenCape South Africa, and 
Abdul Hadi from PT Raja Gas Kharisma on the 
first session of the day. In the second session also 
invited Prof. Ir. Tjandra Setiadi, M.Eng., Ph.D., who 
is a Chemical Engineering Product Design and 
Development Expert from the Bandung Institute 
of Technology, Anggit Raksajati, ST., Ph.D., who 
is an expert in Chemical Reaction and Catalyst 
Technology, Bandung Institute of Technology, Ir. 
Sanggono Adisasmito, Ph.D., as an expert in Energy 
and Chemical Engineering Processing Systems, 
Bandung Institute of Technology, dan Abdul Hadi 
from PT. Raja Gas Kharisma.

Due to limitations precipitated by the COVID-19 
pandemic, DiBiCoo activities in 2021 still have been 
successfully conducted virtually. Despite conducted 
virtually, these workshops and capacity building 
series activities are still concretely establishing 
DiBiCoo’s presence in scaling up the biogas market 
in Indonesia and providing a forum in which local 
stakeholders have informed the importance of 
biogas and its related aspects e.g., feedstock, current 
governmental policies, financing, biogas uptake, 
etc. The stakeholders reached have become more 
diverse and the exposure is also wider as ease 
of access to DiBiCoo programs through digital 
technology.
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As a catastrophic tropical cyclone 
named Seroja hit East Nusa Tenggara 

on April, 5th 2021, RDI collaborated 
with Charles Darwin University, Widya 
Mandira Catholic University, Kupang 
State Polytechnic, Nusa Cendana 
University, and the Institute of Resource 
Governance and Social Change and 
organized a webinar with the topic of “The 
Impact of Seroja Cyclone to Buildings and 
Infrastructure in East Nusa Tenggara”.

This webinar was held online via Zoom 
meeting and Youtube livestream on May 
17, 2021. It aimed to provide a forum to 
discuss the key challenges of cyclone 
preparedness and mitigation in Indonesia. 

Gauging the Seroja Cyclone : The Impact of the Seroja Cyclone to Buildings and 
Infrastructures in East Nusa Tenggara

It  also distributed  information related 
to building codes that can be used as a 
mitigation tool against cyclone disaster. 
This event was moderated by Aria 
Mariany S.T., M.T., and moderated by 
Dr. Jonatan A. Lassa. Various topics 
were presented by the five speakers, 
namely Ir. Rani Hendrikus, M.S., Dantje 
Sina, Ph.D, Kusa Bill None Nope, M.T., 
Abdul Muhari, Ph.D, and Jusuf Wilson 
Meynerd Rafael, M.T.

To conclude this webinar, the speakers 
pointed out that further studies about 
the cyclone is important to increase 
resilience in the community that can 
happen with the contribution and 

On 12th and 18th May 2021, 
RDI staff participated in 

“Words into Action”—an online 
workshop organized by GNDR, 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC), and Platform for Disaster 
Displacement (PPD). The main 
agenda of this workshop was 
piloting a new e-learning resource 
for disaster displacement as 
well as knowledge sharing about 
crucial concepts and guidelines 
regarding risk reduction. This 
workshop also talked about how 
to strengthen resilience, including 
community engagement, 
sensitivity to gender, and social 

inclusion. Attendees of this 
workshop are participants of 
the Making Displacement Safer 
project from all across Asia and 
Africa.  

The workshop was divided into 2 
sessions. In the first session, the 
team from GNDR presented a 
presentation called “Setting the 
scene session: human mobility 
in the context of disasters and 
climate change”. The session 
followed by participants 
completing the e-learning module 
consisted of 6 main sections. 
In each section, participants 

Words into Action - Workshop by Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), GNDR, and Platform 
for Disaster Displacement (PPD)
Source: Danang Azhari, Aldrich Suryawan, Anastasya Levania, Medhiansyah Putra

provided a story and case to be 
solved in line with several disaster/
displacement phases. RDI also had 
the chance to share our thoughts 
during the process.

The second session of the workshop 
started with a presentation from 
Beatriz Felipe regarding Gender 
and displacement and followed 
by a Q&A session. After that, all 
participants were divided into 
several breakout rooms to discuss 
deeper about their experience 
during the e-learning process. Each 
breakout room was facilitated by a 
member from the GNDR. 

Related to the Making 
Displacement Safer Project, 
RDI got an opportunity to share 
opinions based on our experience 
in disaster displacement in Garut. 
Furthermore, RDI got many inputs 
and insights from the training to 
complement the Urban Living 
Labs approach. There are several 
lessons learned that RDI will 
integrate into our approach to 
ensure the sustain of the Making 
Displacement Safer Project, which 
are The Displaced Community 
Involvement, Multi Stakeholders 
Approach, and Area-Based 
Approach.

collaboration from various parties. Other than that, 
mitigation is also important to do so the community can 
achieve safety and comfort in their own living.

This, however, can only happen with the contribution 
and collaboration from various parties. Other than that, 
mitigation is also important to do so the community can 
achieve safety and comfort in their own living.
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Cross-Cutting Fellow Engagement 
Source: Anastasya Lavenia

On 26th April 2021, RDI held a cross-cutting fellow engagement 
meeting to discuss road map, on-going projects, potential for 
collaborations, and idea sharing between research fellows from 
cross-cutting clusters. There were five cross-cutting clusters 
being talked about, namely Children, Social Welfare, and Health 
(CSWH), Finance and Business Management (FBM), Tourism 
and Cultural Heritage (TCH), Water and Waste Management 
(WWM), and Regional and Urban Planning (RUP). The meeting 
was attended by RDI Director, Dr. Elisabeth Rianawati; 5 RDI 
Senior Research Fellows ( Dr. Saut Sagala, Dr. Akino Tahir, Aria 
M., Dr. Niken Prilandita, and Dr. Nino Viartasiwi) ; and 5 RDI 
staff.

There are 5 ongoing projects for cross-cutting clusters with 
various topics such as urbanization, gender, social protection, 
and school safety programs.  In the future, RDI also plans to 
conduct a capacity building for queer communities and other 
gender minorities group as part of the NNGS project. .

During this meeting, RDI research fellows expressed their 
interests towards cross-cutting topics. There are also some 
interesting ideas for future research, like  rapid environmental 
assessment for post-disasters waste management. Hopefully, 
this meeting will not only accommodate research fellows’ 
interest, but also strengthen the collaboration within RDI 
members.

The University of Auckland together with Indonesian and Filipino 
partners organized a stakeholder workshop titled “Platform for the 
Inclusion of Non-Normative Gender and Sexualities (NNGS) in CCA 
Policy and Action”. The event was held on April 20, 2021, involving 
regional stakeholders included NGOs such as Stockholm Environment 
Institute (SEI), Equal Asia Foundation, United Nations of Women, 
UNDRR, ASEAN SOGIE Caucus, Philippine Commission on Women, 
Djogjakarta Community Action, Pacific Islands Association of Non-
Governmental Organizations (PIANGO), Raoul Wallenberg Institute, 
Philippine Office of Civil Defense, and Asian Disaster Preparedness 
Center (ADPC).

This event moderated by Neen Sapalo from The University of 
Philippines was the continuation of the last NNGS Regional Workshop 
which was held in February. The workshop discussed the ‘Johari 
Window’ that helps people better understand their relationship with 
themselves and others, or in this case,the transgender community 
and the stakeholders. It aimed to get further understanding on the 
four backgrounds, which were (1) what the transgender community 
know and has and the stakeholders also know and have, (2) what 
the transgender community knows and has but the stakeholders 
don’t know and have, (3) what the transgender community does not 
know and has but the stakeholders know and have, and (4) what both 
transgender community as well as the stakeholders do not know and 
have; From the discussion of the four backgrounds then began the 
discussion of a way forward for the transgender community who are 
ready to support and collaborate with the government’s programs, 
especially in disaster response, social assistance, reporting cases, and 
arts and culture). The transgender community also had the chance 
to present  their needs, such as raising awareness of the transgender 
people’s heightened vulnerabilities. They continued by explaining 
what they want to do, including creating a platform for advocacy and 
it to other transgenders at the grassroots level. 

This workshop certainly would not stop here. As a continuation, 
the next event of the NNGS Workshop will be held in the form of 
a Capacity-Building, which will deepen the  discussion on Non-
Normative Genders and Sexualities.

Stakeholder Workshop: Platform for the 
Inclusion of Non-Normative Gender and
Sexualities (NNGS) in CCA Policy and Action
Source: Adryan Sasongko
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RDI Urban Refugees (UREF) is preparing 
for two online events in the next few 

months: (1) Re-Imagining Urban Refugee 
Management in Indonesia: A Simulation 
Workshop, which will be held in July 2021 
and (2) Forced Displacement and Urban 
Management Conference, which will be 
held in September 2021.  

Re-imagining Urban Refugee Management 
in Indonesia workshop is a two-day 
online event organized by RDI UREF in 
collaboration with Jesuit Refugee Service 
(JRS). The workshop aims to better 
understand stakeholder dynamics of 
refugee management in ‘transit countries’ 
by encouraging a lively and active discussion 
among selected international young 
scholars and professionals on innovative 
approaches to urban refugee management. 
Participants will work individually and 
collectively to simulate the roles, interests, 
and influence of existing stakeholders in 
refugee management, using a selected case 
study of a refugee-hosting city in Indonesia. 

Moreover, the other upcoming event 
is the Forced Displacement and Urban 
Management Conference, organized by 
RDI UREF and Indonesian Civil Society 
Association for Refugee Rights Protection 
(SUAKA). The event consists of three main 
sessions, which are (1) plenary session; (2) 
three thematic (right to the city, space and 
place, and beyond resettlement); and (3) 
two special sessions (youth and refugees). 
Through this event that will be conducted 
in a more dynamic and interactive manner 
instead of a rigid academic conference, RDI 
UREF would like to engage global partners 
and participants to talk about refugees and 
its management especially in  Asia Pacific. 
participants were also encouraged to submit 
abstracts and perform poster presentations 
on the relevant thematic sessions.

Urban Refugees Conference 
Preparation

www.rdi.or.id @rdi_global @RDI_Global RDI IndonesiaResilience Development Initiative

On 27 April 2021, the RDI Team contributed 
to the 29th European Biomass Conference 

& Exhibition. At this event, RDI presented 
two research studies. The first research was 
carried out under the Digital Global Biogas 
Cooperation or DiBiCoo, a multi-year project 
funded by EU Horizon 2020 from 2019 to 2022, 
with the theme “Indonesia Biogas Market: 
An Opportunity together B100 Program”, 
and presented by one of the RDI researchers, 
Nadiya Pranindita. The first presentation 
explained that Indonesia as the world’s largest 
producer, exporter, and consumer of palm oil 
has triggered the Indonesian government to 
set a national target for new and renewable 
energy through the mandatory biodiesel blend 
program or the B100 program. 

The biogas market assessment was fulfilled 
through several key aspects and done through 
the consideration of four factors, which are 
PESTLE analysis, market competition, market 
policies and incentives, and other supporting 
resources. It concludes that barriers for the 
deployment of biogas come from  a lack of 
political proactiveness in regards to prioritising  
biofuel over biogas as a new energy source, 
environment, escalating  risks for indigenous 
people, lack of experts, and weak or inconsistent  
law enforcement.

The second research was presented by another 
RDI Researcher, Esy Gracia, and discussed 
Policy Recommendations to address challenges 
on Sustainable Biofuel Industry Development 
in Indonesia and Malaysia. 

There are at least 4 challenge angles that are 
commonly faced by the biofuel industry in both 
countries, which are labour rights, food vs fuel 
dilemma, and environmental and regulatory 
issues. Each of these challenges involve more 
than one stakeholders. Such key stakeholders 
are the government, traditional land owners/ 
farmers, palm oil companies, biofuel producers, 
and NGO/ activist/ advocates.

To address those challenges, the proposed 
recommendations generally call for better 
accountability and monitoring, stricter rule 
enforcement, and support for the small 
holders and farmers. Establishing missing 
infrastructure, technology, or standards 
and improving existing practices are what’s 
recommended in country specific context

19th EUBCE Event: Presenting the DiBiCoo’s Project on Palm Oil Renewable Energy
Source: Nadiya Pranindita, Esy Gracia
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I was introduced to Resilience Development Initiative through the Biogas 
Association group on social media. Since I originally came from a social science 
background with limited knowledge on Biogas engineering, I have learned that 
learning from various programs provided by RDI, especially DiBiCoo is essential.

Having both experiences makes me feel well-rounded as a young scientist. 
As currently I am also collecting my data for a few weeks in West Java for my 
doctoral thesis, I received a huge benefit during my time with RDI since I have 
the opportunity to know various stakeholders that are key actors for the Biogas 
program in Indonesia and around the globe. 

During my visiting research at RDI, I gained so much knowledge from the brightest 
minds of early-career colleagues who are committed and dedicated to their own 
topics and research as well. RDI has provided me with the knowledge, skills, and 
confidence needed to solve the most complex problems. My supervisor Ms. Nadya 
had the biggest influence on me, not only that she shared her immense knowledge, 
she also provided unconditional and continuous support, patience, and incredible 
work ethic. 

“

“

“
“

“

“

VOICE OF MEMBERS

RDI has a good knowledge management system and extensive network that are 
accommodative towards multiple research interests. The fellowship approach also 
allows RDI to have enough expertise that can be explored  with the support of the 
operational team. However, the growing topics and amount of research require 
RDI’s to be ready  to manage the work neatly and produce high quality outputs  that 
can be accounted scientifically.

Currently, I contribute to the Indonesia Climate and Disaster Resilient 
Communities (ICDRC) Project. ICDRC is a 4-year-project implemented by Oxfam 
and other implementing partners. The project covers 7 cities/regencies in West 
Nusa Tenggara and East Nusa Tenggara. This research is quite complex because 
it applies several different research tools with a combination of quantitative and 
qualitative approaches. As of now, the entire research process is completed. The 
research concluded positive developments from several dimensions of resilience 
and recommended a number of areas for ICDRC to intervene in the latter half of 
implementation.

In my point of view, RDI is a place where we are encouraged to believe in ourselves 
better and that it is alright to make mistakes so that we can learn to be and 
understand better. Here, we are provided with meaningful capacity-building events 
and are given the space to explore our creativity in responding to the existing issues 
and concerns. Not to mention,we also have supportive colleagues who are always 
there to help.

I am currently working on the ACEND Project, supporting WASH and Humanitarian 
Logistics professions. We are developing a toolbox consisting of a Candidates 
Manual, Trainer’s Guide, PPT, and Assessor’s Manual. For the WASH profession, 
I have been involved a lot as the team has been working on this from scratch. 
Meanwhile, for the Humanitarian Logistics profession, I am more of giving support 
to the consultant whose been developing the toolbox. The two professions have 
their own tasks and interesting points, and it has been a pleasure to work for both 
professions as I have been learning  lot from these two professions.

I would like to thank RDI for giving  me the trust in supporting the ASCEND Project 
specifically for WASH and Humanitarian logistics as well as supporting other 
projects. The first few months at RDI have been an interesting new chapter in life 
and I hope RDI can give greater impacts in more people’s lives and on this world.

Suryani Amin
Senior Research Fellow

Ricardo Situmeang 
Visiting Scholar

Nadhifa Emiria
New Research Officer
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Hanafi Kusumayudha - (B Eng Physical 

Engineering, ITB)

Nadhifa Emiria Siregar - (BSc in 

Environment and Development, 

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University)

Nawang Anandhini  - (BSc Urban and 

Regional Planning, UGM)

Indah Cahyaning Sari - (BSc Urban and 

Regional Planning, UNIBRAW)

Fathia Lutfiananda - (MSc 

Environmental Science, UGM)

Annisa Indrarini- (MSc Urban Design 

and City Planning, UCL)

Rickdy Vanduwin  - (BSc 

Agrotechnology, Udayana University)

Anastasya Lavenia - (BSc Sociology, 

UGM)

Delaneira Humaira - (Bsc Urban and 

Regional Planning, UNIBRAW)

Sabrina Farah Salsabila - (B.Eng 

Environmental Engineering, ITB)

Baiq Faradina Utari - (MSc Water and 

Environmental Engineering, University 

of Surrey)

Gabriella Laurencia Liman - (B.Eng Civil 

Engineering, UNPAR)

Wilda Mazidaturrizka  - (BSc Urban and 

Regional Planning, UNS)

Amelia Christina Atmowidjojo  - (BSc 

Agricultural Technology, UGM)
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New Publications
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Digital Biogas Global Cooperation
RDIxDiBiCoo Capacity Building Series #2: 
Sustainable Biogas Project Financing and 
Bankability
July 14-15, 2021
Contact: Esy Gracia
gracia.esy@gmail.com  +6282122262615

UREF

RDI UREF is delighted to wish you a Happy World 
Refugee Day. Hopefully, with this occasion, RDI 
UREF together with the stakeholders around 
the world can build empathy and understanding 
for their plight and recognize their resilience in 
rebuilding their lives.

RDI has been awarded these following projects:

“Upgrading of Bio-oil Targeting Sustainable 
Jet Fuel Range and Its Implementation 
Study in ASEAN Region” - JASTIP-Net 2021 
Collaborative Research with Curtin University 
Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS (UTP), 
Kumamoto University, and Swinburne University 
of Technology, Sarawak campus

Final Evaluation of Families First and TRANSISI 
Projects - Save The Children Indonesia

Families First Project aimed to build the 
capacity of National/Sub-National Government 
and Community based social services in 
implementing, mainstreaming and scale up of 
child protection and care good fit practices.

End-line Evaluation SinerGi Project Phase 2  - 
Wahana Visi Indonesia

SinerGi Phase II aimed to strengthen community 
resilience by managing risks and impact caused 
by disasters per the Indonesian National 
Government Disaster Management Plan 2015-
2019.

Knowledge Management Expert for the Interim 
ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Transboundary 
Haze Pollution Control - GIZ 

Providing services to support and strengthen the 
capacity of the Interim the ASEAN Coordinating 
Centre for Transboundary Haze Pollution 
in effectively facilitating cooperation and 
coordination among the ASEAN Member States 
and relevant agencies enhancing preparedness to 
land and forest fires and haze pollution control.

ASEAN-UN Joint Study on Urbanisation, 
People Mobility and Inclusive Development 
across Urban-Continuum in ASEAN - ASEAN 
Secretariat

The purpose of study is to develop a coherent set 
of policy recommendations which will serve to 
inform subsequent joint actions by the ASEAN to 
address inclusive development across the urban-
rural continuum to ensure no one is left behind.

The Empower Youth for Work - Oxfam GB

This project aimed to reduce poverty in rural 
coastal areas that are prone to the impact of 
climate change, by empowering youth, especially 
young women, to secure viable employment and 
entrepreneurship opportunities.

Urban Hydrometeorological Disaster Risk 
Reduction with Nature-based Solutions 
(NBS) in Indonesia - SATU President’s Forum 
International Secretariat)

This aims to map current conditions, 
implementation, and potential of NBS for climate 
change and hydro-meteorological disaster 
mitigation in selected cities in Indonesia. 

Announcements

Awards

Kathleen Meerkamp 
(University of Bochum) 

Amelia Atmowidjojo 
(Bandung Institute of Technology) 

Delaneira Humaira 
(Brawijaya University)

Ditta Octitania 
(Gadjah Mada University) 

M Hanif Arzaq 
(UPN Veteran Jogjakarta)

Indrawan Prasetyo 
(Universitas of Indonesia)

Kiara Amanda 
(Universitas of Indonesia)

Muhammad Farhan Firdaus 
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Mukhammad Faisol Amir 
(Radboud University, the Netherlands)

Rafi Ramadhan 
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Resty Sutrainy Ayu 
(Diponegoro University)

Salsabila Israq
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Tifari Athia
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Wilda Mazidaturrizka 
(Universitas Sebelas Maret)

Bellani Puspa Kanaka 
(Gadjah Mada University)

Nathasa Tricia 
(Parahyangan Catholic University)

Rizka Amalia 
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Muhammad Daffa 
(Hasanuddin University)

Dessylione 
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Muhammad Gacya Putra
(Bandung Institute of Technology) 

Aniadella 
(ITS Surabaya)

Allendoa Pangestu
(Padjajaran University)

Mayong Firdaus 
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Shellyn Fortuna 
(ITS Surabaya)
Enda Grimonia 
(ITS Surabaya)

Risantri Aisa Putri R. W.
(Gadjah Mada University)

Al Hilal Firdaus
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Naretta Veronica
(Bandung Institute of Technology)

Nifadhilah Sofiassalam 
(Gadjah Mada University)

Aisha Utami
(Padjajaran University)
Raditya Krisna Putra

(Gadjah Mada University)
Muhammad Millga

(University of Indonesia)
Fadhilia Resti Ramadhiani

(University of Indonesia)
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New Interns


